Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

Annual Congregational Meeting

January 22, 2006

1. The meeting was called to order at 12:00. 

2. Devotions were led by Pastor Whritenour. 

3. There was a motion to approve the minutes of both congregational meetings of 2/6/05 and 6/5/05 with one change being that the attendance should have included both Walter Koerting and Anita Erson at the 2/6/05 meeting.  All were in favor of the motion to approve those minutes with said change. The motion was seconded and then carried. 
4. Pastor Whritenour discussed his report for 2005 and shared his outlook for Trinity for the coming year.  Pastor will provide the following statistics on the church’s website and submit a hard copy for review:  deaths, baptisms, weddings, new members, and the transfer of new members. 
5. The Treasurer’s Report was discussed including an explanation of expenses and receipts, an explanation of restricted funds balances, an explanation of our Thrivent accounts, and a suggestion that the Hammonasett  and Youth restricted funds should be merged in the report. 

6. There was a motion to approve all committee reports as presented.  This motion was seconded and carried. 

Property-  This report was not included in the annual report.  The following things were discussed regarding property:  The water cooler in the Education building was taken away due to lack of use and maintenance.  Talks are underway regarding our dumpster contract and whether or not we can cut our contract with the company short.  No response was received from the company as of the time of this meeting.  The furnaces in our buildings are not under any type of maintenance contract.  The finance committee will decide whether or not the church will enter into a maintenance contract for the furnaces with Ralph Mann.  We will also have Ralph Mann check into our air conditioning leak and see whether or not we will have a service contract with regard to the A/C system.  We will also check into whether or not we have a warrantee on the A/C system.  Another area discussed was our snow removal contract.  Trinity went with a different company this year with a noticeable savings.  The new company will repair the broken church sign that may or may not have been broken during plowing. 

Education- This report was not included in the annual report; however, things are Going strong in this area. 

Social Ministry- This report was not included in the annual report; however, since it is a new committee, $2,600 was budgeted for the committee’s work.  The old Endowment committee members are now members of this committee, including some new members.  The committee wants to emphasize hands-on outreach, not merely check-writing. 

7. There was a motion to accept the 2006 budget as presented which was seconded.  There was an explanation of the 2006 proposed budget.  All present were in favor of the proposed budget; none were opposed. The 2006 budget was accepted.
8. Two council positions are open since both Jeanne Bucchino and Anita Erson have served their terms.  There was a motion to accept the nominating committee report that Amy Turner and Daniel Rivers are the 2 nominees on the slate.  The motion was seconded.   There was a motion to open the floor for further nominations which was seconded.  There were no nominations from  the floor.  There was a motion to close the nominations which was seconded.  There was a motion to vote for both Amy and Daniel as a slate which was seconded.  All present were in favor; none were opposed.  Daniel Rivers and Amy Turner were voted in as the new council members. 

9. There was no old business. 

10. Discussed during New Business was the need to repaint and refurbish the church and to outline new projects which need attention.  Daniel Rivers, Sandy Wallace, and Dee Voccola are on the committee to investigate needed repairs for refurbishing the church.  
11. Adjournment was at 1:10 P.M. with Grace. 
Respectfully submitted,

Sherry O’Donnell           
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